REGINA LUMINIS ACADEMY
CURRICULUM
GRADE NINE


Course Name: Theology I
Grade:   9
Text:  First Semester:
          Introduction to the Bible by Fr. John Laux   (pp. 1-204)
          Holy Bible, Douay-Rheims 
          The Catechism of the Catholic Church
          Second Semester:
          Mass and the Sacraments:  Laux
          The Catechism of the Catholic Church
Prerequisite:  None
High School Credit:  One, Track One

Description:

First Semester, Old Testament:  This course teaches the student what the Old Testament is and why it is important for Catholics.  It introduces the student to ways to read and understand God’s Word as contained in the Old Testament.

Second Semester, Mass & The Sacraments:  This course teaches the student the origin of the seven sacraments, the development in the Church’s understanding of them, and their absolute necessity for the Christian life.  

The student will also be exposed to the Church’s rich tradition of prayer and memorize some psalms.

Objectives:

First Semester, Old Testament:  

This course will enable the student to:

· Understand and embrace the Church’s teaching on Divine Revelation (Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition) and the roll of the Magisterium in preserving, defending, interpreting and explaining the Word of God;
· Become familiar with the Messianic prophecies and their fulfillment in Christ, and recognize the Church, in her four marks, prefigured in Israel;
· Know how to read God’s Word with understanding and to begin to read it prayerfully and profitably.

Second Semester, Mass & The Sacraments:

This course will enable the student to:

· Understand in detail the nature of the Sacraments he is receiving and be able to defend the Catholic understanding of each sacrament against detractors;
· Deepen his appreciation of the Mass and the Sacraments, so as to make reception of the Sacraments more fruitful;
· Gain exposure to the Church’s treasury of prayers and spiritual practices, so as to develop an appreciation for the Church’s tradition and a zealousness to serve God.

Scope & Sequence:

First Semester, Old Testament:

I.  General Introduction to the Bible
    A.  Holy Scripture:  definition and division
    B.  Divine origin of the Bible; inspiration
    C.  The purpose of the Bible
    D.  The canon of the Bible
    E.  The languages of the Bible
    F.  Manuscripts of the Bible; autographs; codices
    G.  Versions of the Bible
    H.  Tradition and teaching authority of Church
    I.  Interpretation of the Bible
    J.  Reading the Bible
    K. Hebrew poetry.
II.  The Books of the Old Testament
A. Chronology
B.  Historical credibility and integrity
C. The historical books
1. Pentateuch and Josue
2. Judges and Ruth
3. Kings and Paralipomenon
4. Esdras and Nehemias
5. Tobias, Judith and Esther
6. Machabees
D. Doctrinal books
1. Wisdom:  Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus
2. The Psalter
3. Canticle of Canticles
    E.   Prophetical
          
Second Semester, Mass & The Sacraments

I.  The Sacraments:  Nature, number, division, effects, administration and reception

II.  Baptism

III. Confirmation

IV.  The Holy Eucharist
A. Real Presence:  Proofs, transubstantiation, adoration
B. Sacrifice
1. Nature of Sacrifice
2. Sacrifices of the Old Law
3. Sacrifices of the New Law
a. Sacrifice of the Cross
b. Sacrifice of the Mass:  Nature, institution, teaching and worship, four ends, fruits, celebration, assisting at, rite, language, 
C. Holy Communion:  Nature, necessity dispositions, effects

V.  Penance
      A.  Nature and necessity
      B.  Contrition and purpose of amendment
      C.  Confession:  Necessity and qualities of good confession
      D.  Satisfaction
      E.  Indulgences

VI.  Extreme Unction

VII.  Holy Orders

VIII.  Matrimony
A. Pre-Christian marriage
B. Christian marriage
C. Laws of the Church, mixed marriages, rite

IX.  Sacramentals

Course Name:  Algebra II
Grade:   9 or 10
Text:  Saxon:  Algebra II, Third Edition
Prerequisite:  Algebra I
High School Credit:  One credit Track I

Description:

This is the second in a three-book series designed to prepare students for calculus.  Topics from algebra and geometry are continued from the first course and trigonometry is introduced.  Besides advanced concepts, skills are introduced in completing the square, deriving the quadratic formula, simplification of radicals, and working with complex numbers.

Objectives:

To master the material presented in Saxon Algebra II.

Scope & Sequence:

http://saxonhomeschool.hmhco.com/HA/correlations/pdf/s/SHS_PreAlgebra_Algebra2_SS.pdf


Course Name:  Latin I
Grade:   8 or 9
Text:  Henle:  First Year Latin (Units I-VII), Henle:  Latin Grammar.
               Enrichment:Translation from Vulgate;  reading of Lingua Latina.
Prerequisite:  None, but Elementary Latin VII recommended if taking in grade 8.
High School Credit:  Honors, 1 credit

Description:

A first-year high school course in the basics of Latin grammar and vocabulary.

Purpose:

Student will obtain:
1. Strong foundation of Latin vocabulary of approximately 325 words.
2. Ease with Ecclesiastical Latin pronunciation.
3. Increased English vocabulary by knowing Latin roots.
4. Increased understanding of English grammar through analysis of Latin grammar.
5. Introduction to Latin grammar and syntax. 

Scope and Sequence:

1. Daily memorization of vocabulary.
2. Forms for the five noun declensions and cases.
3. Adjectives of the first, second and third declensions.
4. Verb 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th conjugations, active indicative, present, imperfect and future.  Also, perfect and pluperfect.
5. Present  and perfect system passive indicative, 4 conjugations.
6. Present, perfect and imperfect subjunctive.
7. Relative, personal and interrogative pronouns.
8. “Sum” present, imperfect and future indicative active. 


Course:  Music 9
Grade: 9

Experience Classical Music:
Students will:
· Study classical music extensively by era.  
· Be able to identify through listening
· Be able to list important facts and musical characteristics about studied repertoire
· Be able to identify composer
· Trace the development of the Grand Staff and the modern system of notation
· Apply knowledge of reading, notation and theory to the analysis of performances and scores.  
Elements of Music/ Theory
· Understand chord structure
· Identify melodic and harmonic parts in live and recorded music
· Communicate expressive musical qualities
· Define musical concepts using standard terminology
· Define relationship between music and other fine arts
· Understand the role of Western Music in society throughout history
· Develop personal criteria for evaluation own study, performance, goals and performance of others.
· Define and interpret symbols and terms that define dynamics, tempo and articulation  
· Read music independently in treble and bass clef
· Identify relative minors of most keys
· Reading simple and compact meters
· Sixteenth notes
· Identify chords in major, minor and modal scales
· Accurately take rhythmic and melodic dictation
· Identify intervallic relationships aurally and in notation
· Identify cadences and harmonic sequences aurally and in notation
· Understand and read Gregorian Chant
· Rhythm
· Arsis- thesis
· Ictus
· Rules for placing ictus
· Free rhythm
· Counting
· Episema
· Chironomy
· Undulation
Performance/ Creativity/ Expression
· Perform scales from memory 
· Understand compound and asymmetrical meters
· Sight-sing vocal lines
· Perform 3-part and 4-part literature
· Develop good vowel production
· Expand vocal range
· Develop good awareness of intonation, balance and blend in a choral setting
· Sing expressively with appropriate stylistic qualities.  
· Listen horizontally and vertically in a choral setting
· Use common cadences in compositions
· Demonstrate an understanding of basic sequences of chord progressions in compositions and improvisation
· Sing Gregorian Chant 
· Correct diction
· Tone quality/ vibrato

Course Name: English Composition and Literature I—Ancient Greece
Grade:   9
Text:    Homer:  The Iliad
           Homer:  The Odyssey
             Aeschylus:  The Orestieian Trilogy
           Sophocles:  The Theban Tragedies
              Plato:  Ion, Apology, Crito and Phaedo
              Aristotle:  On the Art of Poetry
              Sadlier:  Composition Level D
             Berquist:  The Harp and the Laurel Wreath (Dialectical pp. 145-218)
Prerequisite:  None
High School Credit:  One credit, honors

Description:

This course compliments the Greek history course.  It introduces the student to the foundational works of Greek literature and Western culture, as well as to the study of genres and literary forms.  A composition component is included, as well as memorization of poetry or another literary piece.

Objectives:

This course will enable the student to:

1. Identify and examine the inter-relationship between the four primary genres of all imitative forms of literature:  the epic, the lyric, the tragedy, and the comedy.
2. Identify and use literary devices and figures of speech such as similies, metaphors, allegories, fables, parables and the like.
3. Imitate these genres and literary devices in his own writing in order to understand the nature and power of these forms more deeply.
4. Become familiar with the greatest examples of Greek literature and with their impact upon Western literature and modes of thought throughout subsequent history.
5. Compare and contrast Greek ideals of heroism and virtue with the Christian view, identifying what parts of Greek thought served as a preparation for the Gospel.
6. Improve his writing skills through the use of a composition text, as well as writing weekly papers.
7. Commit to memory once per quarter a poem or literary piece.

Scope & Sequence:

1.  Homer, The Iliad  --  Epic Tragedy
    (Books 12-15, 21, 23 may be omitted for time constraints.)
II. Homer, The Odyssey  -- Epic Comedy
    (Books 13-17 may be omitted for time constraints)
III. Aeschylus, The Oresteian Trilogy
IV. Sophocles, The Theban Tragedies  --Dramatic Tragedy
      (Teacher or headmaster may want to caution parents that the subject matter of these
      plays is repugnant.  However, they are not prurient and there is enormous wisdom and 
      depth to the plays.)
V.  Plato:  Ion  (Good introduction to Greek literary theory.)
VI. Plato:  Apology, Crito and Phaedo
VII. Aristotle:  On the Art of Poetry—Literary Theory

Supplemental Reading:

I.  Sappho:  Lyrics  Lyric Poem  (Avoid those with possible homosexual impressions.)
II. Aristophanes—Dramatic Comedies
    The Clouds or The Frogs  (avoid Lysistrata)


Course Name:  History I—Ancient Greece
Grade:   9
Text:      Bauer, Susan Wise: The History of the Ancient World: From the Earliest 
                     Accounts to the Fall of Rome (Selections)
               McFarland: Lives from Plutarch:  The Modern American Edition of Twelve
                 Lives (Lycurgus, Aristides, Cimon, Pericles, Alcibiades, Alexander)
               Plutarch:  Parallel Lives (Themistocles & Solon)
               Herodotus:  The Histories
               Woodruff (ed.): On Justice, Power, and Human Nature: The Essence of 
                     Thucydides' History of the Peloponnesian War
               Xenophon:  The Persian Expedition
               Plato:  The Republic
               Aristotle:  Nicomachean Ethics
               Kolbe Academy Study Guides

Prerequisite:  None
High School Credit:  One credit, honors

Description:

This course examines the great civilization of ancient Greece, beginning around 600 B.C. with the rise of the Lydian state, concentrating on the rise and fall of Athens.  The course reads the great ancient histories of the Persian and Peloponnesian Wars, then examines Plato’s view of the ideal state.   Plato’s state can be compared to the actual Greek states and to our own government.  Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics completes the course.

Objectives:

This course will enable the student to:

1.  observe the timelessness of human relations and the similarities of man’s responses to the conditions in which he finds himself, across time periods;
2.  discover the similarities of and differences between ancient Greek and Christian ideas of virtue;
3.  trace the cause and effect of political developments in the ancient world and, by extension, in the modern;
4.  identify the periods of ancient history and the major characters of the period;
5.  become familiar with the map of the ancient world and the seeds of modern conflicts;
6.  relate modern historical situations and documents to their ancient antecedents.


Scope & Sequence:

1.  Bauer: The History of the Ancient World: From the Earliest 
                     Accounts to the Fall of Rome (Selections)
     Selections from this book provide a background in ancient history and a telling of the     
     history that will be examined later in the course in more detail from primary sources.

II.  McFarland:  Lives from Plutarch:  The Modern American Edition of Twelve Lives and 
           Plutarch:  Parallel Lives
      Biographies of eight prominent Greeks, allowing for discussion of leadership
      qualities and character: Lycurgus, Aristides, Cimon, Pericles, Alcibiades, Alexander,
      Themistocles & Solon

III.  Herodotus:  The Histories
     The relations of the Greek city/states with the Persian Empire from around 600 B. C.    
     to the Greek victories over the invader Xerxes, ending around 480 B.C., the eve of the 
     Golden Age of Athens.

IV. Woodruff (ed.): On Justice, Power, and Human Nature: The Essence of 
                     Thucydides' History of the Peloponnesian War
    The Golden Age and decline of the Athenian democracy during the Peloponnesian 
    War between Athens and Sparta (432-404 B.C.)  Many observations on the nature of 
    man and the cause of war, with many parallels with modern events.

V. Xenophon:  The Persian Expedition
      Xenophon is a leader of the Ten thousand, a Greek mercenary army in the employ of 
      Cyrus the Younger of Persia (401 B.C.)  Thoughts on qualities of leadership and 
      exposition of weakness in the Persian Empire which would later provide an 
      opportunity for Alexander the Great.

VI.  Plato:  The Republic
      The nature of justice, the ideal of education, perfect city and government
       four constitutions (aristocracy, timocracy, oligarchy and 
      democracy), and Plato’s cave (a must!)

VII  Aristotle:  Nicomachean Ethics
       Thoughts on goodness, moral behavior and virtue.

Course Name:  Physical Science
Grade:   9
Text:  Hewitt:  Conceptual Physical Science 
Prerequisite:  None
High School Credit:  One, Track I

Description:

A course in the basics of Physics, Chemistry, Geology, Meteorology and Astronomy

Objectives:

1. To help the students to develop an appreciation of the order and beauty of creation.
2. To introduce students to the scientific disciplines.
3. To enable students to evaluate scientific claims.
4. To help the student discover whether he has any particular talent in the sciences.
5. To meet college entrance requirements (if applicable). 

Scope & Sequence:

Physics:

Laws of Motion
Momentum and Energy
Universal Gravitation
Projectile and Satellite Motion
Fluid Mechanics
Thermal Energy and Thermodynamics
Electricity
Magnetism
Waves and Sound
Light

Chemistry:
Atoms
Atomic Models
Atomic Nucleus
Elements of Chemistry
Mixtures
How Atoms Bond
Molecular Attractions 
Chemical Reactions
Acids and Bases
Oxidation and Reduction
Organic Compounds

Geology:
Minerals and How We Use Them
Rocks
The Dynamic Earth
Occurrence and Movement of Water
Surface Processes
A Brief History of the Earth

Meteorology:
The Atmosphere, the Oceans, and their Interactions
Weather

Astronomy:
The Solar System
The Stars
Special and General Relativity
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